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Not much on the club news front with most people just getting back home or back to 
work from the holidays. I’m sure most would have made most of the good weather (can a 
ÈÅÁÔ×ÁÖÅ ÂÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȩɊ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ Á ПÉÓÈȢ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
much done as I sprained my ankle on the 1st outing…

I did manage to get out with Richard on his boat up the Waikato from Cambridge where 
we saw heaps of rainbows chasing smelt and Richard managed to catch two nice brown-
ies on spin gear using a woolly bugger. 

I didn’t catch anything apart from snags.

Haven’t heard much from anyone over the last month apart from the regulars; Derek who 
×ÅÎÔ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ 2ÏÔÏÒÕÁ ÔÏ ПÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÁËÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÍÏÕÔÈÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ,ÁËÅ /Ƞ "ÅÒÔ ×ÉÔÈ 
some insightful information related to Lake O; and Nigel about Brook Trout. 

And then the highlight of the editorial for me was Rob’s story on page 10!

Unfortunately our club evening month has been cancelled as a result of the sudden shift 
ÔÏ ȬÒÅÄȭ ÃÏÖÉÄ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ 'ÁÒÅÔÈȭÓ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÒÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÁÃÃÉÎÅ ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÅÔÃȢ

Club News 

Richard and a nice Waikato Brownie
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Targeting Brookies - Nigel Juby

Spending a precious couple of days in the south island targeting tiny trout won't seem ra-
tional to many - ÂÕÔ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ ПÌÙ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇȢ 

"ÒÏÏË ÔÒÏÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÃÁÔÃÈ ÏÒ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎͻÔ ПÉÇÈÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÈÁÒÄȢ &ÏÒ ÍÅȟ 
ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÏÆ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÂÒÏÏËÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅȢ

I've spent a day walking through bush above lake Hinemaia looking in tiny tributaries. 
)ͻÖÅ ПÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÔÒÉÃËÌÅ ÂÅÓÉÄÅ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔ ÒÏÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ПÌÏ×ÅÄ ÉÎÖÉÓÉÂÌÙ 
between tussock clumps. I've cast into lake Emily and hiked the Hinds in Canterbury. I 
still haven't caught one.

I know that I could catch a brookie by getting directed or guided to a spot north of Taupo 
- but where is the adventure there?

It's more fun searching the internet, talking to people and driving back roads.

Brook trout exists where three criteria are met:

1. They have been released.

2. Water temperature remains cold all year round.

3. No brown trout exist.

I'm general, this means cold, tiny, high altitude streams. Streams that run through beauti-
ful environments, but have their share of challenges.

Leo and I are currently near St Bathens, Central Otago, looking for brookies when we 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÉÇÈÔ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÂÉÇ 3ÏÕÔÈ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ÂÒÏ×ÎÉÅÓȢ -ÁÙÂÅ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ×Ȣ

(ÏÎÅÓÔÌÙȟ ) ÔÈÉÎË )ͻÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á ПÉÓÈȢ

Update: See photo. I still haven't caught one - ÂÕÔ ,ÅÏ ÏÕÔ ПÉÓÈÅÄ ÍÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ

Update 2: F&G Eastern have released some
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Auckland / Waikato Access Improvement  - Dirk du Preez
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4ÈÅ !ÕÃËÌÁÎÄȾ7ÁÉËÁÔÏ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÒÏÕÔ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÒÉÖÅÒÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ 
ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ !ÕÃËÌÁÎÄȢ (ÉÇÈ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÒÉÖÅÒ ПÉÓÈÅÒÉÅÓ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ !ÕÃËÌÁÎÄȢ 
The availability of rural spring creeks and stunning natural setting within three hours of 
!ÕÃËÌÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ !ÕÃËÌÁÎÄȾ7ÁÉËÁÔÏ 2ÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ПÉÓÈÅÒÉÅÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÏÎ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÃÁÌÅȢ

As someone that hasn’t had any years’ experience learning the ins and outs of access on 
the rivers and streams in our region, I consider access as one of the major deterrents for 
people getting into the sport in the 1st place.

The information available online is very average and if you don’t know where to access or 
who to speak to about getting access, it makes it very frustrating. 

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ Á ПÉÎÅ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ 
streams, trying to grow the sport and not wanting to share your secret spots with just an-
yone, but some effort needs to be put in to improve access for some waters and to pro-
vide more access locations on other waters to spread the pressure.

) ПÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÉ×ÈÁÎÉ×ÈÁ ÖÅÒÙ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÏÎÌÙ ÅÖÅÒ ПÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ 
ÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÁÌÂÅÉÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÄÉÎÇ ÕÐÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÔÏ ПÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÂÉÔÓ ÉÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ 
treacherous. I hardly ever see other anglers there though. The rest of the river down-
stream of that has by comparison very poor access and it isn’t obvious to anyone where 
you can actually access it.

As an Auckland/Waikato Fish and Game councillor, I want to improve the number and 
quality of access points to the rivers to make it easier for both newcomers and seasoned 
anglers. I think we should start with a handful of rivers near Hamilton 1st but would like 
to input from club members to gauge where they would like to see some improvements 
made. Feel free to send me an email and I will do my best to collate this information.

My thinking thus far has been:

¶ Kaniwhaniwha Stream (downstream of Quarry Road)

¶ Moakurarua Stream

¶ Ngakoaohia Stream

¶ Pokaiwhenua Stream

¶ Mangatutu River (downstream of Wharepuhunga Bridge)

Are there any particular areas where you would like to see some improvements?
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Photo of the month



Page 7

A  likely little spot on the Waihou River and the end result – Chris Corbett with his new 
3ÉÍÍÓ ÓÌÉÎÇ ÐÁÃËȠ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÔȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ×ÏÒË ÏÕÔȢ   Ȭ*ÕÓÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÏȤ
ing it’ at the beginning of the year. 
Derek
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Some Lake O pictures to excite the trip goers

Mitch with 8lb Lake O brownie
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While on the topic of Lake O; Bert Robinson recently shared with me a link to a report 
ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅ /ÔÁÍÁÎÇÁËÁÕ ПÉÓÈÅÒÙ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅÄ 
ÂÙ $/#Ⱦ4ÁÕÐÏ ПÉÓÈÅÒÙ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔ $Ò -ÉÃÈÅÌ $ÅÄÕÁÌȢ

Read that here.

Derek with 7.8lb rainbow
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Rob’s Christmas Turkey Fishing Expedition
Just before Christmas,  I took off for the Punui River down  over the Lethbridge Road and 
onto Newman Road.  I was wandering ÕÐÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÃÏÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÈÏÔȢ ) ×ÁÓ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ 
awesome ÒÉÆПÌÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ Á ÈÅÁÖÙ ПÌÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÍÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ by barking and excited 
boys' voices. 

) ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÎË ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒËÅÄ ÉÎ Á ПÌÉÍÓÙ ×ÉÌÌÏ× ÔÒÅÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÁÄ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ 4ÕÒËÅÙ ÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ 
precariously. The boys arrived with a spaniel in tow that was determined to eat the tur-
key. The spaniel saw me and felt I was a far more interesting target and decided to have a 
go, bouncing up and down the bank growling and barking.

4ÈÅ ÄÏÇ ÔÈÅÎ ×ÅÎÔ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒËÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒËÅÙ ПÌÏÐÐÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÎÅÁÒ ÍÅȢ ) 
asked the boys if they had shot it and they said nah.

After a while the hunting party left and I decided I had been cooked in the sun enough. I 
exited the river and found a forlorn turkey in the river which I collected on the way out. It 
looked like it had been hit by a car. 

So being a vet I packed it into the back of my car and took it home. I made an enclosure 
for it and named it "Gary" after Garikuhine; Shona for turkey. 

The chickens were appalled and moved out and wife was a'feared for her life as Gary 
would hiss furiously.

Well, a new club record i think was set - ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÈÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÕÒËÅÙ ÆÏÒ 
Christmas.

Why do I do this to myself!

Rob Gordon
















